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986. NEWELL CONVERS WYETH (1882 -1945) Renowned American illustra-
tor and artist who created some of the most recognizable images of his
time, the father of painter Andrew Wyeth. Rare A.L.S. with superb content,
5pp. 4to., Chadds Ford, Mar. 4, 1909, to his first teacher and famed illus-
trator Eric Pape in Boston, in part: “...Let me say right from the beginning
that the afternoon spent in New York with you was, above all, stimulating.
When I left you I had courage, I had belief in myself. Your words of advice
were a revelation and rang with truth, the presented and entirely new and
invigorating outlook after the deadening pessimistic views taken by certain
painters with whom I have talked many times. After seeing you and thinking
it over, hard, I felt that my confidence, my enthusiasm had been blighted
by a rapid-fire onslaught made by men who have achieved a little and who
looked upon illustrations with a certain contempt. In short, they made me
contemptuous of my work, consequently I become more or less demoralized.
I do not refer to your praise for which I of course felt honored, but to your
healthy, invigorating advice to paint, to get to work and paint, paint, paint
- to study alone, to work with confidence, to paint things with all the sincerity
and truth that I possess. Also I have belief in your idea that teaching is help-
ful, that the exaction demanded by pupils would strengthen one’s knowledge
of construction. It was all good - it was like a breath of fresh air...I was ob-
stinate at the moment, I am aware, but thank heaven I have always had
some of that blessed ability to be open to suggestion...I have in hand a letter
concerning a position to teach at Columbia University. I am to give a definite
statement within six weeks, so it is my purpose in this letter to find out just
how you and I stand. Their offer from the financial standpoint is indeed
good, which fact demands some notice, but with enough from you to give
me a comfortable living I would much rather make some sacrifice in order to come to terms. Your idea is for me to handle the morning
life class, the afternoon illustration and the evening class, two complete days a week...would you consent to allow me an illustration
composition class once a week...In this I feel I could give students a great deal that would help them in their figure work. Such works as

the above I look forward to with great pleasure and hopes...In figuring things
out as carefully as it is possible I believe that for $1500 we can live comfort-
ably and I can paint to my heart’s content...”. Eric Pape (1870-1938) was a
renowned painter who taught illustration at his eponymous school in Boston
and counted Wyeth as one of his early and youngest pupils in 1901. He rou-
tinely produced illustrations for magazines such as Scribners, Cosmopolitan,
and The Century. By 1907, Wyeth’s illustrations were appearing in some of
the same publication as his mentor’s, such as The Century, Harper’s
Monthly, Ladies’ Home Journal and Saturday Evening Post. Furthermore, his
submissions for book illustrations were accepted, the first being for Treas-
ure Island (1911). Indeed, Wyeth was now being lauded as one of the great
painters of the outdoor American life. In 1908, Pape offered Wyeth the job
mentioned in this letter, but despite the enthusiasm for the position Wyeth
evinces herein, he ultimately declined the post to concentrate on illustrating
books. Light toning and a couple of rusted paperclip impressions, else very
good condition. $1,200 - 1,500

987. “LA LECON D’HISTOIRE” BY EMILE HEBERT Superb original cast
bronze “La Lecon d’Histoire” (“The History Lesson”) by French sculptor Emile
Hebert (1828-1893). The bronze, standing 12 1/2” tall and 10 1/2” wide in-
cluding its integral base, depicts an aged Napoleonic soldier, one leg lost in
battle, with a young lad seated before him engrossed in the old man’s tales.
Before them is an open book and here Hebert makes a political statement:
the right side of the book shows France and is labeled so, but the old man
is pointing to the left side, which depicts, and is labeled, “Alsace-Lorraine”,
long fought over by Germany and France (in response to the restoration of
Napoleon, Alsace was occupied by foreign forces, including over 280,000
soldiers in Bas-Rhin alone). Additionally, the bottom of the bronze bears the
words “PASSE” and “AVENIR”, the “past” and “future” hopes of France and
bears Hebert’s signature. No foundry marks are clearly evident, though this
is not unusual. The base does bear a period plaque bearing the title of the
piece, artist’s name, and “Medaille d’Or au Salon”. Rich patina, nicely exe-
cuted, a fine artistic (and political) piece. Requires third-party shipping.
Please see Terms and Conditions of Sale.# $3,000 - 4,000
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988. ANDY WARHOL (1928 - 1987) American artist and the founder of pop art who gained
instant notoriety with his depictions of the Campbell soup can and Brillo boxes. His book
The Philosophy of Andy Warhol, (New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1975), 239 pp. 8vo.
hard cover with dust jacket. First edition, inscribed and signed on the half-title page, with
one of Warhol’s simple sketches of a Campbell’s Soup can with the name “Campbell’s Soup“,
and the round logo. Signed in full beneath the image and dated June 17, 1977. few minor
tears to dust jacket, else very fine. $500 - 700

989. DANIEL CHESTER FRENCH (1830 - 1931) American sculptor of the seated figure of
Abraham Lincoln at the Lincoln Memorial, and of “The Minute Man” at Concord. Good content
A.L.S. 2pp. 8vo., Glendale, Mass., [n.d., but docketed June 3, 1912], likely to the widow of
John Quincy Adams Ward apologizing for not crediting her in a book with which he had been
involved: “It sees as if, in everything one does, there is always some important thing over-
looked and when I read your regret that your name was not linked with Mr. Ward’s in the
book, I felt as if we had indeed committed a grievous sin of omission. I have not yet seen the
book and I did not appreciate that we had failed to give you the place in it which should be
yours. Of course you know that this was not intentional. I am very sorry for it. I had to be in
Boston at the time the Sculptors Society had its meeting in hono9r of Mr. Ward, when this
book was distributed to the members and I suppose mine was kept for me, but I have not yet
received it...“ French began his artistic career in the studio of John Quincy Adams Ward (1830
- 1910) in the 1870s. Usual folds, else very good. $200 - 300

990. CHIAM GROSS (1904 - 1991) American painter and sculptor of a style much similar to
that of Marc Chagall. Signed drawing entitled “The Healer“ on a oblong 8vo. sheet. Signed at
lower fright. Fine condition. $75 - 100

991. JOAN MIRO (1893 - 1983) Spanish painter and perhaps the greatest of the Surrealist
painters, his works are most noted for the vivid colors and hallucinatory figures. Signed drawing, 4” x 7”, on thick paper stock, in tan
and yellow ink. A typical Miro abstraction, with a large bold signature, fine. $100 - 150

992. JAMIE WYETH (b. 1946) American painter of still lifes and nature scenes, the son of Andrew Wyeth. A business envelope addressed
to the “Brandywine River Museum, Chadds Ford, PA,“, postmarked Chadds Ford, Dec. 24, 1971, and showing a winter scene by his
grandfather N. C. Wyeth at left. Boldly inscribed to Frank and signed at lower right. Very good.                                              $100 - 150

993. NEWELL CONVERS WYETH (1882 -1945) Renowned American illustrator and
artist who created some of the most recognizable images of his time, the father of
painter Andrew Wyeth. Fine and rare A.L.S. 2pp. 4to., Chadds Ford, [n.d. but ca.
1909], on his imprinted letterhead to his teacher and fellow artist Eric Pape, in part:
“...Extremely sorry at the turn of affairs. As sorry for disturbing any of your plans
as for losing any opportunities. The fact that this fall promises to add another mem-
ber to the Wyeth household and the fact that four large decorations for a western
home I find will run into the winter makes it impossible to undertake that stupen-
dous job of moving to Boston. The former matter is enough in itself...I earnestly
hope that you are not too badly inconvenienced and trust that I am not saying too
much by adding, that I hope the future will see satisfactory arrangements carried
out...“. Eric Pape (1870-1938) was a renowned painter who taught illustration at his
eponymous school in Boston and enjoyed Wyeth as one of his first pupils. He rou-
tinely produced illustrations for magazines such as Scribners, Cosmopolitan and
The Century. Later, Wyeth considered teaching at the Eric Pape School but ultimately
declined, perhaps for the very reasons outlined in this letter. Light toning to edges,
rusted paperclip impression at top left, overall very good condition.                                                                                           

$800 - 1,000

994. ARTISTS Group of four artists, including LEMAN CRASKE signed postcard
from Gloucester, LESTER G. HORNBY signed ink drawing of a ship in Gloucester,
GEORGE CRUIKSHANK ink drawing of a potted flower w/ notes, and JOHN J. ZILS
signed ink drawing of the Sears Tower in Chicago. A nice group. Should be exam-
ined. Fine.                                                                                                $100 - 150

995. GEORGE BAKER (1915 – 1975) Creator of the popular comic strip, The Sad
Sack. A fine cartoon of “The Sad Sack”, 3” x 5”, signed by Baker. Fine.     $100 - 150

996. SAD SACK Group of twelve “Sad Sack” cartoon working story boards, most
probably drawn by Fred Rhoads (1921-2000). Rhoads was an American cartoonist
best known for his contributions to George Baker’s Sad Sack, whom he worked with for more than 20 years. Set in the U.S. Army, Sad
Sack depicted an otherwise unnamed, lowly private experiencing some of the absurdities and humiliations of military life. Each story
board measures 11 1/2” x 17 3/4”, and features Sad Sack and other familiar characters. Fine.            $200 - 300

997. FRIZ FRELENG (1906 - 1995) American artist and animator, creator of “Bugs Bunny”, “Yosemite Sam”, and a host of other Warner
characters. Wonderful signed pencil drawing of the iconic character “Bugs Bunny”, executed on a 7” x 10 3/4” sheet of heavy stock
paper. Fine. $150 - 200

998. THEODORE GEISEL (1904 - 1992) “Dr. Seuss”, author and illustrator of children’s books and creator of The Cat in the Hat. Two
first day covers signed “Dr. Seuss”, one with the “Cat in the Hat”, Dec. 1964, and the other with a small fish, Feb. 1979. Both in fine con-
dition. $300 - 400
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999. CHARLES M. SCHULZ (1922 - 2000) American cartoonist and
creator of Snoopy, Charlie Brown, and the rest of the Peanuts gang.
Signed first day cover, Oct. 1989, Washington, D.C. Schulz has drawn
the iconic figure “Lucy” and has signed the cover as well. $200 - 300

1000. MAURICE SENDAK (b. 1928) American author and illustrator
of children’s books, including Where the Wild Things Are. Signed
book, the oversize volume titled E.T.S. Hoffman’s Nutcracker, with
illustrations by Sendak (New York: Crown, 1984), first edition,
signed on the half title page. Within is Hoffman’s iconic tale, with
charming illustrations throughout. With original dustjacket that
bears light marginal wear, overall very good. $100 - 150

1001. ALBERTO VARGAS Fine content A.L. (unsigned), 2pp. 4to.,
Switzerland, [1978], to noted art dealer J. P. Nyffeler, whom Vargas
had not seen for several years. He updates his friend on personal
and business matters, in part: “...You must pardon my very hazy
memory...everything is cloudy and foggy in my mind; the more so
since I’ve lost my beloved wife ‘Anna Mae’, my first model since I
landed in New York (1915)...Oh what a stunning beauty she was...I
have been living enveloped in a cocoon of traumatic despair from
which I am now just beginning to emerge, to perform a sacred duty,
that of honoring her memory by finishing some 200 pictures I con-
ceived of 40 years ago...I’ve taken notice of your efforts trying to
find back numbers of Esquire and Playboy, etc. It is a mania that
some unscrupulous people indulge in tearing the pages with my
own girls in them...even in public libraries! I feel flattered but not
by that vandalism. How did you guess so accurately what my still
steady hand, and still nimble imagination was cooking for this year?
For the last 12 months I’ve been engaged in the monumental task
of gathering all that’s needed to construct the ‘Vargas’ story...“.
Light chipping and staining to bottom margin, written on a sheet
of notepaper torn from a notebook, very good condition. 

$300 - 400

1002. ART YOUNG (1866 - 1943) American political cartoonist and
social critic, a contributor to the Socialist paper The Masses. Superb
original signed ink drawing, 11” x 14”, typical of Young’s biting po-
litical satire showing Herbert C. Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt as
new army recruits, saluting “Capitalism“. Beneath, Young has
penned the incisive caption in pencil: “Wanted: A strong man, who
knows how to obey his superior and understand Fascism. Good
salary, four year job assured“. Signed at lower left and in very good
condition. $150 - 200

1003. CARTOONISTS Two first day covers signed by cartoonists,
including Walter Lantz, Jim Davis, Bill Hanna, Bob Kane, Joe Barbera,
Jerry Siegel, Bill Keane, and Charles Schulz with Snoopy. A fine
group, that should be examined. $100 - 150

1004. CARTOONISTS Group of eleven cartoons drawn and signed,
included in the group are PHIL NIBBELINK signed drawing of a cat,
MINTON CANIFF signed drawing, LEN DWORKINS signed drawing
of a space ship, BOB KANE signed drawing of “Robin”, RANDY
CARTER signed card, MATT GROENING S.P. of Homer Simpson
character, . A nice group that should be examined in person. Fine. 

$200 - 300

1005. ILLUSTRATOR AUTOGRAPHS Group of signatures by noted
illustrators, including: NORMAN ROCKWELL, MAYNARD DIXON,
LEONARD BASKIN, DALE NICHOLS (small painting of a ship), EVERET
GEE JACKSON (small drawing of a man under a tree). A fine group
that should be examined. $100 - 200

1006. LEONARD BERNSTEIN (1918-1992) American composer and
conductor whose works frequently reflected American themes. An
LP of his acclaimed musical West Side Story, boldly inscribed and
signed on verso of jacket: “For Holly Lambro Best wishes Leonard
Bernstein“. Some wear as expected, original record inside (not in-
spected), overall good. $150 - 200

1007. CHARLES GOUNOD (1818 - 1893) French composer of op-
eras which include Sapho and Romeo and Juliette. Gounod also
wrote the beautiful song Ave Maria. A.L. unsigned, 2pp. 8vo., [n.p.],
Mar. 14, 1874, a true copy of a letter received from his friend
Carpeaux, in French and not translated but concerning an acquain-
tance who is suffering from severe medical problems, namely “vio-
lent inflammation and cancer“. Mounting traces to left edge and on
verso, insignificant tape stains, very good. $75 - 100

1008. OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II (1895 - 1960) American lyricist
who composed for the classic shows Showboat, Oklahoma!, South
Pacific, and The King and I, to name a few. T.L.S. on his personal
letterhead, 1p. 8vo. , New York, Oct. 2, 1959, to Jack Prenner. In
part: “...I am getting well very fast and I’ll be out of the hospital
soon. It was kind of you to think of me all the way out there in Ari-
zona. I hope you are liking it and enjoying that wonderful climate...”
Fine . $100 - 150

1009. PIETRO MASCAGNI (1863 - 1945) Italian composer and di-
rector of the La Scala, composer of the one-act opera Cavalleria
rusticana. Brief A.N.S. in Italian penned on a postcard mailed on
July 5, 1911 to his greatest and final love, in full: “To my dear and
great Rosina Lolli, in memory of the first performance of Isabeau
in Beunos Aires”. Isabeau premiered in Buenos Aires on June 2,
1911 at the Columbus Theater, garnering a frenetic reception.
Handsomely matted with a portrait and image of the ad for Isabeau
so that only the inscription is visible, housed within a carved gilt
frame. Fine condition, ideal for display. $200 - 300

1010. PIETRO MASCAGNI AND BENIAMINO GIGLI (1863 - 1945)
Italian composer and director of the La Scala, composer of the one-
act opera Cavalleria rusticana. Signed sheet music, the first page
to his opera Iris published by Ricordi, boldly inscribed and signed
at top in Italian to Peppo Hirsch, dated Roma, Dec. 14, 1903. Sold
with a fine S.P. of BENIAMINO GIGLI (1890 - 1957) Italian operatic
tenor and a member of the Metropolitan Opera Co. , 8” x 10” b/w,
showing the tenor in role in Oriental dress in Iris. Both pieces beau-
tifully framed in gilt, ideal for display. Fine condition. $300 - 400

1011. HANS RICHTER (1843 - 1916) German conductor who was
first to conduct his friend Wagner’s Ring des Nibelungen. Rare
A.L.S. 1p. 8vo., London, June 29, 1886, in English to Mr. Stevens,
in part: “...I am truly sorry to hear you are going to leave England
and that I therefore shall lose your help and cooperation in Birm-
ingham for the next Music Festival. I have no doubt that wherever
you go your talents and ability will secure you the position you so
thoroughly deserve...“. At the time of this letter, Richter was the
principal conductor for the Birmingham Triennial Music Festival, a
post he held until 1909. Beautifully matted in love with a vintage
portrait and set into a fine gilt frame. Fine condition, ideal for dis-
play. $300 - 400

1012. HANS VON BULOW (1830 - 1894) Pianist and, as a conduc-
tor, became a piano pupil of Liszt, whose daughter Cosima he mar-
ried, and was encouraged as a conductor by Wagner, who married
Cosima after her divorce from her first husband. Scarce A.L.S. 2pp.
8vo., Bremen, Mar 25, [n.y.], in German, not translated but men-
tioning his works and certainly worthy of translation. Lightly toned,
very good condition. Handsomely matted in black velvet and set
into a carved gilt frame. A beautiful presentation, ideal for display.

$300 - 400

1013. CLASSICAL MUSIC SIGNATURES Group of S.P.’s of classical
musicians, including: ANDREA LUCCHESINI, RAGNA SCHIRMER,
JUSTUS FRANTZ, EDITH PEINEMANN, MSTISLAV ROSTROPOW-
ITSCH, SIEGFRIED PALM, SOL GABETTA. A fine group that should

be examined.                                  $100 - 150

1014. GEORGE GERSHWIN (1898 - 1937) American composer and
songwriter in collaboration with his brother Ira, his works include
Porgy and Bess, Rhapsody in Blue, and An American in Paris. Fine
bold signature on a small slip taken from a check. A small stamp
cancel lightly affects one letter, else fine. Matted with a block of
commemorative stamps and ready to frame.                 $300 - 400
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Selling his rights to “Talking Sailor”

1041. WOODY GUTHRIE (1912 - 1967) American song writer and musician, ,
considered the “Father of American Folk music”, best known for his master-
piece, “This Land Is Your Land”. Typed D.S. signed at conclusion, again in the
text, and once more in the text in block letters, 4pp. 4to., [3520 Mermaid,
Ave., Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY, n.d., ca. 1945], a document in which Guthrie
signs over the rights to his song “Talking Sailor” to People’s Songs, Inc. Peo-
ple’s Songs was an organization and label formed by Guthrie in 1945 to dis-
tribute American folk music. “Talking Sailor” was written by Guthrie based on
his 1943 experiences working in the Merchant Marine with Cisco Houston.
Some light toning, boldly signed, very good. $750 - 1,000

1042. WOODY GUTHRIE (1912 - 1967) American song writer and musician, ,
considered the “Father of American Folk music”, best known for his master-
piece, “This Land Is Your Land”. Typed D.S. signed at conclusion, again in the
text, and twice more in the text in block letters, 4pp. 4to., [3520 Mermaid,
Ave., Coney Island, Brooklyn, NY, [n.d., ca. 1945], a document in which Guthrie
signs over the rights to his song “Dust Pneumonia Blues” to People’s Songs,
Inc. People’s Songs was an organization and label formed by Guthrie in 1945
to distribute American folk music. This song was written for Guthrie’s album
Dust Bowl Ballads and was written as a parody of yodeling country musician
Jimmie Rodgers. Some light toning, boldly signed, very good. $750 - 1,000

1043. OLIVER HARDY (1892 - 1957) Rotund film star, the hapless partner of Stan Laurel in dozens of comedies. I.S.P. 5” x 7” b/w, in-
scribed: “To Sara Kempler yours Oliver Hardy”. Hardy has added “S.P.S.” below his signature. Very good. $200 - 300

1044. WILLIAM S. HART (1872 - 1946) American actor and a hero of the silent westerns, including “Gunfighter” and “Wild Bill Hickok”.
Excellent vintage I.S.P. 8” x 10” sepia, a great close-up in character showing Hart glaring at the camera with pistol in hand. Nicely signed,
with part of his last name in a darker area, otherwise fine. $150 - 200

1045. DOROTHY HEYWARD (b. 1890) American author and wife of DuBose Heyward with whom she co-wrote Porgy. D.S., New York,
N.Y., Nov. 9, 1948, a check in the amount of $57.00, boldy signed “Dorothy K. Heyward”. Cancellation punch barely touches the “D”.
Fine. $200 - 300

1046. GRACE KELLY (1929 - 1982) Beautiful American actress who gave up her film career to marry Prince Rainier of Monaco in 1956.
Partly printed D.S. “Grace de Monaco” 1p. oblong 4to., Monaco, May 12, 1968, in French, a certificate of participation for the Monte-
Carlo Flower Festival issued to Mme. Eileen Harvey Scott. Very fine. Offered with a candid, 9 1/2” x 7” b/w photograph of Kelly greeting
well wishers at the event, including Edward Windsor (formerly Edward VIII). Together, two pieces. 150 - 200

1047. CORKY LAING Mountain drummer and songwriter Corky Laing has hand-printed lyrics to “For Yasgur’s Farm” from Mountain’s
1970 album, “Mountain Climbing.” An excerpt: “Who am I but you and the sun, A slight reflection of everyone, Was it me who let you
walk away, Were you the one, or is it we’re the same?.....A crystal passing reflected in our eyes, Eclipsing all the jealousy and lies...Look
at me, I believe it’s true, You’re a part of me, I’m a part of you.” Executed in black ballpoint pen, the bottom of the 8.5” x 11” sheet is
signed “Corky Laing LA 09”, adding a sketch of a house and sun with two smiley faces along the left margin. $200 - 300

1048. STAN LAUREL (1890 - 1965) American film comedian who starred in dozens of Hal Roach films as the skinny sidekick of his
partner Oliver Hardy. I.S.P., 7 3/4” x 9 3/4”, a vintage photograph inscribed: “To Sara Kempler with very best wishes Stan Laurel 1928”.
An early signed image of this iconic comedian, fine. $200 - 300

1049. CANADA LEE (1907-1952) Scarce signed playbill program “On Whitman Avenue”, ca. 1940’s, signed on front cover. Lee was the
first African American to portray a white character on the American stage. He became a champion of civil rights causes in the 1930’s
and 1940’s, and was blacklisted in the McCarthy era in the 1950’s. He died shortly before he was scheduled to appear before the House
Un-American Activities Committee. Fine. $100 - 150
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